Text of New York Criminal Bar Association Board Member Frederick Sosinky’s introduction of Justice Bruce Allen at NYCBA’s holiday party on 12/8/05 (edited for publication):
Judge Bruce Allen is most deserving of being honored tonight. Indeed, the honor is long-overdue. 
Since his appointment to the bench in 1986, Judge Allen has sat in the Criminal and then Supreme Court. During this time, and quickly I might add, he earned a reputation as one of the most pleasant, respectful, even-keeled,  smart, and most importantly, fair judges in Manhattan. 

Judge Allen attended Rutgers University and Cornell Law School. He was in private practice for several years in the mid-seventies and then joined the Manhattan DA’s office in 1978, where he served for nine years until his appointment to the bench. 

In one of the more-highly publicized proceedings of his distinguished career on the bench, Judge Allen presided over the tax evasion and fraud trial of parking garage and real estate magnate Abe Hirschfeld.  A feature article on the case which appeared in New York Magazine--after a brief introduction concerning the colorful Hirschfeld who was acting as his own co-counsel--described Judge Allen as follows:
“JUDGE BRUCE ALLEN, WHO EITHER IS HEAVILY MEDICATED OR POSSESSES THE PATIENCE OF JOB, ORDERED THAT HIRSCHFELD BE EXAMINED by a PSYCHIATRIST AND PSYCHOLOGIST BEFORE ALLOWING THE TRIAL TO START. “
Those of us who know Judge Allen know that it was the latter, his patience, which was then, and almost always, on display. 

Judge Allen is also widely recognized as a thoughtful jurist, and even more so, as a judge with a heart. He dispenses justice--and his approach, when it comes to sentencing and similar matters, is guided by a clear comfort level of doing the right thing and individualizing punishment.  Every case, every defendant before him, is different. 

When a defendant who had been convicted after trial and sentenced by another judge to five years’ imprisonment came back three years later, after appeal for re-sentencing before Judge Allen and had, unfortunately, developed a serious medical condition, Judge Allen, in a thoughtful decision,  gave this man a conditional discharge. 

When in 1993, a defendant who had 20 years earlier been convicted of attempted murder for the shooting of two NYPD officers, came before him with a renewed motion for a new trial based on an alleged Rosario violation, Judge Allen wrote a lengthy decision in which he outlined in great detail the potential for effective use of this newly discovered information in the hands of a skilled defense attorney and granted a new trial. He wrote, 
“A conviction that can longer be called a just conviction and cannot pass this test of basic fairness, must be remedied no matter how much time has passed. When the right to a fair trial has been compromised, a new trial must take place. “ 

Just two months ago, in case called Lopez, a defendant applied for re-sentencing under the recent Drug Reform Act,. Lopez had been convicted after trial in 1988 before the Hon. Leslie Snyder of A-1 drug charges. He was the leader of a notorious crack  ring in the mid 80’s and was sentenced to 25 to life on possession counts and 8 1/3 to 25 years on the conspiracy charges with those terms to run consecutively to each other.  This meant, in all likelihood, that Lopez would never be released. And, this was how Judge Snyder intended it to be. 

When Lopez appeared before Judge Allen, he was shown to be a model prisoner who, as much as anyone can, had spent 17 years turning his life around.  The prosecution opposed re-sentencing, pointing to the defendant’s leadership role, lavish life style and control over drug spots. And, the gang’s violent acts including alleged murders. Yet, Judge Allen, who for years sat in the Narcotics Parts and continues to hear drug cases, found  that Lopez’s case was far from unique and that the allegations of violence were unproven. Ultimately, Judge Allen reduced Lopez’ sentence on the A-1 to a definite sentence of 17 years, advancing his release date by a good number of years.
These cases are only representative of the justice and fairness that is dispensed by Judge Bruce Allen every day.   

[At this point, Mr. Sosinsky, on behalf of NYCBA, presented a plaque to Justice Allen “for excellence in upholding the highest traditions of the judiciary, serving for years as an inspiration to those working for justice in our courts.” 
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